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For information about sponsorship, the event, 
or the participating charities contact:

The Neighbourhood Group (Lead Agency)
Laina Gibson,  Vice President, Philanthropy & Communications
T: 416.691.7407 ext. 246
E: lgibson@neighbourhoodlink.org
www.theneighbourhoodgroup.org

Bellwoods Centres for Community Living Inc. 
Anna Yip, Communications Support Coordinator 
T: 416.696.9663 ext. 208
E: ayip@bcclsp.org 
www.bellwoodscentres.org

Business in the Streets 
Kyle Monczak, Program Director
T: 416.477.0967
E: kyle@businessinthestreets.com
www.businessinthestreets.com

Regent Park Focus
Adonis Huggins, Executive Director
T: 647.775.8141
E: regentparkfocus@gmail.com
www.regentparkfocus.com

UrbanArts
Marlene McKintosh, Executive Director
T: 416.241.5124
E: marlene@urbanartstoronto.org
www.urbanartstoronto.org



I Heart Neighbourhood 
Charity Auction
Building on the success of last year’s debut, the I Heart Neighbourhood Charity Auction 
will once again bring together friends, neighbours and supporters of a wide spectrum of 
community organizations to raise funds for vital programs and services that contribute to 
an engaged, inclusive and vibrant city. 

Toronto prides itself on being a city of neighbourhoods. Our many neighbourhoods form 
a rich urban tapestry marked by vitality and diversity. 

Strong neighbourhoods are important pillars of community health and prosperity.

No one – no family, no child, no senior – should be disadvantaged by where they live 
in the City. No one should have to accept inadequate services or limited opportunities
because of the neighbourhood in which they reside or because of their life circumstances.

The I Heart Neighbourhood Charity Auction is dedicated to resilient, just and caring 
communities where inclusion and diversity are nurtured and celebrated. 

Please join us to champion the crucial work of our participating 
community organizations.
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How your support will make a difference 
      

Join us as a Sponsor of the I Heart Neighbourhood Charity Auction. 
This unique collaborative fundraising event will see five caring and compassionate 
charities coming together to raise much-needed funds to support important 
programs and services that create opportunities to improve and enhance people’s 
lives and to help them live independently and with dignity. Collectively, these 
agencies serve an estimated 50,000 Torontonians each year.

Your generous contribution will:

• Benefit marginalized children and youth
• Help frail seniors to live independently
• Assist people who are homeless or precariously housed
• Give hope to individuals searching for employment
• Engage aspiring youth entrepreneurs
• Support people with mental health challenges
• Care for individuals with disabilities
• Welcome newcomers and refugees
• Enrich people’s lives through the arts, culture and heritage
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Supporting These Vital Charities 
The Neighbourhood Group, a vibrant, multi-service organization with a 107-year history,  
represents a fusion of Central Neighbourhood House and Neighbourhood Link Support Services. 
Together, we provide a wide range of programs and services that create opportunities to  
improve and enhance people’s lives, and help them to live independently and with dignity in  
the community. We serve frail seniors, marginalized children and youth, individuals searching 
for employment, newcomers, people who are homeless or precariously housed and people  
with mental health challenges through programs including meals on wheels, after-school care,  
community dinners, employment programs, homemaking and affordable housing, and more.

The Neighbourhood Group is delighted to serve as the lead organization for the 
I Heart Neighbourhood Charity Auction collaborative fundraising event.  
We encourage you to ‘show some heart’ as we work together to raise funds in 
support of our vital partner charities. 
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Bellwoods Centres for Community Living Inc.  is a charitable, not-for-profit  
organization providing community-based, client-directed support services, client and 
family-centred care, Independent Living education programs, and accessible, affordable 
housing for persons with disabilities living in the Toronto area. 

Bellwoods’  Vision is a Future where barriers do not exist and we are grounded 
by our Mission of Transforming lives through excellence and innovation in 
Independent Living.   

Helping clients secure stable housing has always been a big focus and the organization  
is constantly looking for out-of-the box solutions. From one small renovated home, 
Bellwoods has grown to include five supportive housing sites, two housing hubs, a large 
attendant outreach program, a transition program from hospital to community, Mobile 
Independent Living Education program, and a Caregiver ReCharge program. 

Over its 61 year history, Bellwoods has worked with its clients and partners to build  
a continuum of services, seeking new ways to maximize service models, support  
independence, and enabling clients to age with dignity by always focusing on and 
respecting the needs of our clients.  
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Business in the Streets (BITS) began in 2011 after the Canadian Census highlighted Toronto 
as having the country’s highest youth unemployment rate. Business students from George Brown  
College piloted Youth Creating Entrepreneurial Opportunities (YCEO), a program that gave young  
people the training and mentorship necessary to create their own economic opportunities.

Since then, BITS now boasts a suite of wraparound services aimed at making entrepreneurship 
an accessible form of employment and work experience, including: mentorship and hands-on training 
programs, funding for both personal and business development, and ongoing supports in the form  
of coworking space and supplementary workshops.

To date, BITS has helped 400 young people develop vital skills, connect 
with 70 young professional and entrepreneur mentors, and access over 
$100,000 in funding to start or grow their business. Learn how to get  
involved at www.businessinthestreets.com.
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Established in 1990, Regent Park Focus Youth Media Arts Centre (Regent Park Focus)  
is a community driven, not-for-profit organization initially founded as part of a provincial 
government program to promote health in vulnerable communities and address the 
need for interventions for high-risk youth. 

Regent Park Focus began using media arts as an intervention activity to 
engage resident youth in countering negative stereotypes about their 
neighbourhood. Community youth responded so positively to this  
initiative that media arts soon became the organization’s primary strategy. 

Today Regent Park Focus serves as a community resource centre for radio & television 
broadcasting, new media, digital arts gaming, and audio production. We provide a 
community facility dedicated to the training and mentorship of young people and the 
engagement of community members of all ages. Regent Park Focus is motivated by the 
belief that participatory media practices can play a vital role in building and sustaining 
healthy communities.  



UrbanArts - Founded in 1988 as Arts York, the arts council for the former City of York, changed its name  
and mission after amalgamation to reflect an under-served population and growing needs in their community,  
using the arts for positive change among diverse youth.

Today, UrbanArts is a progressive, not-for-profit Community Arts Council (CAC)/Local Arts Service  
Organization (LASO) providing opportunities for diverse cultural expression, artistic development, training 
and employment to members of urban communities in Central West Toronto; UrbanArts focuses on engaging  
community through the arts; UrbanArts is an incubator for local arts, with a range of programs led by professional 
artists in visual, digital, culinary and media arts, theatre, dance and music. As the thread that weaves together  
generations, UrbanArts has recently transitioned its programs and services to include the broader community,  
maintaining a focus on youth.

UrbanArts is committed to the goal of building inclusive, engaged communities by enriching people’s lives  
through the arts, culture and heritage, with programs, services and resources delivered within the former  
City of York boundaries, with a focus on York South-Weston. 

UrbanArts is committed to accessibility, equity and accountability as we work to 
create an environment where all of our community feels welcome, safe and celebrated.
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We invite Sponsors to support the I Heart Neighbourhood Charity Auction and, 
most importantly, help raise crucial funds in aid of the vital programs and services of 
our five partner charities. 

By choosing to show some heart as a Sponsor of this innovative event, you will be:

• Demonstrating your leadership in helping Toronto build strong, resilient and   
 caring neighbourhoods
• Aligning your organization with a wide array of respected charities
• Actively supporting essential charitable work that is desperately needed  
 to help some of our community’s most vulnerable members lift themselves  
 out of poverty and live with dignity
• Recognizing the collaborative, cost-effective efforts of this  
 community collaboration
• Promoting your business and brand among other high profile organizations,   
 supporters and media partners

In addition to the exposure and benefits outlined at each level, Sponsors will be 
recognized in external communications, event collateral, and as part of each partner 
charity’s social media program. 

We will also leverage our media connections to generate additional 
coverage for our Sponsors. We believe the unique nature of this 
collaborative fundraising initiative will garner significant media attention.

YOUR 
SPONSORSHIP

GREATER 
IMPACT=

collaborating for community impact



 

Exclusive Presenting Sponsor: $25,000

As the Diamond Heart Sponsor, you will be the exclusive presenting 
sponsor of the I Heart Neighbourhood Charity Auction.   
We’ll work closely with you to maximize the event’s impact  
both as a fundraiser and as a platform to promote your position  
as one of Toronto’s foremost companies leading the charge to  
enhance our communities.

Sponsor benefits include:

• The opportunity to present the I Heart Neighbourhood Charity   
 Auction in collaboration with the recognized partner charities for  
 optimum brand alignment

• Logo and presenting sponsor acknowledgement on all event  
 communications and marketing collateral 

• High-profile opportunity to display signage or banners at the venue

• Logo displayed prominently on the program cover

• The opportunity to address attendees at the event

• 16 complimentary VIP tickets for you and your guests

• Recognition as host of a private reception prior to the event  
 for all sponsors and VIP guests

• On-screen branding at the event

• Recognized in external communications, event collateral and  
 as part of each partner charity’s social media program

• Included in media coverage for the event

Diamond 
Heart 

Sponsor: 

$25,000

i  heart
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Ruby Heart Sponsor: $7,500

Sponsor benefi ts include:

• 8 complimentary VIP tickets for you and your guests

• Logo and branding included in all event communications 
 and marketing materials

• On-screen branding at the event

• Prominent logo acknowledgement in the event program

• Invitation to a private reception prior to the event exclusively 
 for sponsors and VIP guests

• Recognized in external communications, event collateral and 
 as part of each partner charity’s social media program

• Included in media coverage for the event

Ruby 
Heart 

Sponsor: 

$7,500
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Emerald Heart Sponsor: $5,000

Sponsor benefi ts include:

• 6 complimentary VIP tickets for you and your guests

• Logo and branding included in all event communications 
 and marketing materials

• On-screen branding at the event

• Logo acknowledgement in the event program

• Invitation to a private reception prior to the event exclusively 
 for sponsors and VIP guests

• Recognized in external communications, event collateral and 
 as part of each partner charity’s social media program

• Included in media coverage for the event

Emerald
Heart 

Sponsor: 

$5,000
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Sapphire Heart Sponsor: $2,500

Sponsor benefi ts include:

• 4 complimentary VIP tickets for you and your guests

• Logo and branding included in all event communications 
 and marketing materials

• Logo acknowledgement in the event program

• Invitation to a private reception prior to the event exclusively 
 for sponsors and VIP guests

• Recognized in external communications, event collateral and 
 as part of each partner charity’s social media program

• Included in media coverage for the event

Sapphire 
Heart 

Sponsor: 

$2,500
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From the Heart Supporters: $1,000

Benefi ts include:

• 2 complimentary VIP tickets for you and your guests 

• Acknowledgement where possible in event communications 
 and marketing materials

• Acknowledgement in the event program

• Invitation to a private reception prior to the event exclusively 
 for sponsors and VIP guests

• Recognized in external communications, event collateral and 
 as part of each partner charity’s social media program

• Included in media coverage for the event

From the 
Heart 

Supporters:  

$1,000
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Sponsorship	   	  

Organization:	   	  
	  

Address:	  
	  

City,	  Province:	   Postal	  Code:	  
	  

Contact	  Name:	   Title:	  
	  

Email:	   Telephone:	  

	  

Sponsorship	  Commitment	   	  

	   ☐	 $25,000	  -‐	  Diamond	  Heart	   ☐	 $7,500	  -‐	  Ruby	  Heart	   	   	   ☐	  	  $5,000	  -‐	  Emerald	  Heart	  

	  

	   ☐	 $2,500	  -‐	  Sapphire	  Heart	   ☐	  	  $1,000	  -‐	  From	  the	  Heart	  Supporter	   Other:	  ________________	  

Payment	  

Cheques	  may	  be	  made	  payable	  to	  any	  one	  of	  the	  participating	  organizations:	   	  
	   ☐	  The	  Neighbourhood	  Group	  

	   ☐	  Bellwoods	  Centres	  for	  Community	  Living	  Inc.	  

	   ☐	  Business	  in	  the	  Streets	  

	   ☐	  Regent	  Park	  Focus	  Youth	  Media	  Arts	  Centre	  

	   ☐	  UrbanArts	  
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The Neighbourhood Group
www.theneighbourhoodgroup.org
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